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ELGA winner eyes 
new challenge 

Kevin Hutchlns and Mke ~lankinsh@&b3T@anj 
Sewal years ago their collaboration at the Presidio Golf Course in San Francisco was largely re- 

sponsible far Hutchim whnlng the national public G C S A A I G o l f ~ ~ E n v l r o m t a l  Leadm in Golf 
Award. Today, HuBhlns, now -sit* st Ik4kW Wo Cwntry Club ju@ M zhe mast SMJR 
of Los Angeles, and BlWnship, m smlronmenta1 scierWst end ownu of a suoces~ful consulttng 
and enginwing firm out of Davb, GalCf., are mbining their Wents to bring a unlqlse water recycling 
concept to the forefront of the golf course industry. 

Basically, their innovative project captures runoff and g r o u W r  in the bowl-like MVCC layout 
and conveys ft to a local water distrtct that retwns it as treated water far area homes and the gdf 
course. 

There's much more to it than that, of course, not the least of which was that Hutchins managed 
to do the recycling project alongside a $6 million, six-month total restoration of Mission Viejo CC, a 
1967 Robert Trent Jones creation. Hls son, RTJ Jr., directed the rwration. The course reopened 
in December. 

The recycling project was kick-started by concern for Oso Creek, which runs through the golf 
course and on to the Pacific. It was declared "impaired" by pollutants. The government tested the 
creek on golf course property, but Hutchins and Blankinshi believe the pollution came from sw- 
rounding development. 

Blankinship, who has a sbong turf and water quaKQ background and lists several golf facilities in 
Calirnk as clients, noted that the pollutafits were mostly TDS, chidrides and sulfate& 'More likely 
than not, that's coming from the neighbors upstream,' he says. 

'We have no control over the guy above us washing his car in M driveway," adds Hutchins. "Un- 
fortunately, perception is reality, I gw%." 

Also, a lined irrigation lake .at the south end of the course was in danger of being pushed up by 
wirttsr tunoff, nnec&Mn a @otm@m&r extm&n weU, 

- 

--, ,OM come maintenance director at Whisper Rock Golf Club 
in Scottsdale and a 28-year member of GCSAA, raised his family's high standing 
in the industry another notch recently when he was Inducted into the Arizona Golf 
Hall of Fame. Pock, 62, follows his grandfather, Jay Woodward, who entered tha 
Hall in 2000. His cousin is GCSAA CEO Mark Woodward, CGCS. Pock's two sons, 

I Ernie and Jay, are also superintendents h the Scottsdale arm. 

Above: The bowl-like terrain of Mlss~on Vljo CCC's layout is 
ideal fw funneling runoff and groundwater from surrounding 
rlrdghW to the rercydlng i n w m r e .  Photo courtesy of 
Em- & AsWa@s 
L@ft New drainage lines installed during the restoration of 
MVCC's course erhamd the concurrent water recycling project. 
Photo courtesy of MVCC 

Thus, utilizing nearly seven miles of new drainage lines in- 
stalled in the MVCC restoration, plus 8,000 feet of deep drainage 
lines to protect the creek, and lift stations and pumps to move 
the captured water through a milelong pipe to a water disb-ict 
interceptor at the north end of the course, the ambitious effort 
came to be. 

"It was a good-faith effort to try to make things better," says 
HlltChins, a 14-year G W  member. 'We think it'll bring in mil- 
bm d @lots a par Wt DUWWM wufd have wound up in the 
ocean and now instead will be m i n g  right back to us. Water is 
becoming mont valuable than gol&.out here." 

Hutchins and Blankinship are currently negotiating with one 
and possibly two local water districts that serve the area to reach 
a fair unit of water credits. 

"We're kmd of solving a few problems here," says Blankin- 
ship. "We're preventing damage to the irrigation lake, we're using 
and re-using groundwater while protecting the creek and we're 
creating a revenue stream for the golf course." 

The system as set up now can capture up to 15 percent of 
the water available. 

"There's a heck of a lot more water out there. We're just 
scratching the surface," says Blankinship, who helped write the 
Presidio's IPM program when Hutchins won the 2001 ELGA. "The 
future 1s to look for ways to capture groundwater drainage and 
either use it on the course directly or continue to use it like they 
are now ... sell it to the local water districts and essentially for- 
ward the concept of being good environmental stewards by being 
water recyclers." 

Hutchins is looking even further ahead - the rare establish- 
ment d a golf come Efimnmenhl Management System. 

' 3 W e b ~ b b e o n e o f t h e f e w m i n t h e c o u n -  
try to g& on board with that," he says. 'This is a good start. It can 
champ yw *ole mindset on how you m a g e  your property." 

Adds B W i M p :  4 th'mk Kevln is on to something there (the 
Eli@). From Ihe W& resources management side of things, it 
goes a tbng M y  - ~ c u l a r l y  in Califomla where there is a lot of 
need for recycled water use." 

I - Teny Ostmeye~; GCM .senior staff wftm 


