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TodayToday’’s Talks Talk

The Problem: Aquatic WeedsThe Problem: Aquatic Weeds
The ObjectiveThe Objective
The SolutionThe Solution
Are We Making Progress?Are We Making Progress?
QuestionsQuestions
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...
•• FunctionalFunctional

 Frost ProtectionFrost Protection
 IrrigationIrrigation

•• PresentablePresentable
•• Swimmable/BoatableSwimmable/Boatable
•• Provide HabitatProvide Habitat
•• LegalLegal
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...FunctionalFunctional
•• No clogged pumpsNo clogged pumps
•• No plugged emittersNo plugged emitters
•• Maintain CapacityMaintain Capacity
•• Flood ProtectionFlood Protection
•• Water QualityWater Quality
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...PresentablePresentable
•• ClarityClarity
•• OdorOdor
•• Maintain CapacityMaintain Capacity
•• Water QualityWater Quality
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Make the 
Pond...Pond...Swimmable/BoatableSwimmable/Boatable
•• ClarityClarity
•• OdorOdor
•• ““YuckYuck”” FactorFactor
•• Water QualityWater Quality
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...Provide Provide 
HabitatHabitat
•• Aquatic Aquatic 
•• TerrestrialTerrestrial
•• AmphibianAmphibian
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...LegalLegal
•• Water rightsWater rights
•• DischargeDischarge
•• Water QualityWater Quality

88

The Solution:The Solution:

 SorrySorry…….It.It’’s a Processs a Process
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The SolutionThe Solution

 #1: Identify the Weeds#1: Identify the Weeds
 #2: Establish Tolerable Thresholds#2: Establish Tolerable Thresholds
 #3: Manage the Weeds#3: Manage the Weeds
 #4: Monitor the Weeds#4: Monitor the Weeds

Repeat #1Repeat #1--4 as Needed4 as Needed
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The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)

#1: Identify the Weeds#1: Identify the Weeds
 Eurasian Water MilfoilEurasian Water Milfoil
 PrimrosePrimrose
 Sago Pond WeedSago Pond Weed
 Duckweed/MilfoilDuckweed/Milfoil
 AlgaeAlgae
 Cattails/Tules/BulrushCattails/Tules/Bulrush
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Source: Jack Clarke: UC 
Cooperative Extension

Source: Blankinship & 
Associates
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The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t) t) 

#1: Identify the Weeds to #1: Identify the Weeds to ControlControl
 Eurasian Water MilfoilEurasian Water Milfoil
 PrimrosePrimrose
 Sago Pond WeedSago Pond Weed
 Duckweed/MilfoilDuckweed/Milfoil
 AlgaeAlgae
 Cattails/Tules/BulrushCattails/Tules/Bulrush
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The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)

#2: Establish Thresholds for #2: Establish Thresholds for 
Tolerable Amounts of WeedsTolerable Amounts of Weeds
 In other words: In other words: ““How Many Weeds Can How Many Weeds Can 

You Stand?You Stand?””

 Example: No visible weeds near pump Example: No visible weeds near pump 
intake to prevent cloggingintake to prevent clogging
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20 ft Wide 
“Low Weed Zone”

20 ft Wide 
“No Weed Zone”

=X

The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)
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#3: Manage the Weeds#3: Manage the Weeds
 Start the tool selection processStart the tool selection process

 MechanicalMechanical

 Biological Biological 

 ChemicalChemical

 Cultural Cultural 

The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)
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P5030679.AVI
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The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)

Top SecretTop Secret………………..
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#4: Monitor the Weeds#4: Monitor the Weeds
 Dated Maps and NotesDated Maps and Notes

 Record of ActivityRecord of Activity

The Solution (conThe Solution (con’’t)t)
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The SolutionThe Solution

 #1: Identify the Weeds#1: Identify the Weeds
 #2: Establish Tolerable Thresholds#2: Establish Tolerable Thresholds
 #3: Manage the Weeds#3: Manage the Weeds
 #4: Monitor the Weeds#4: Monitor the Weeds

Repeat #1Repeat #1--4 as Needed4 as Needed
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The ObjectiveThe Objective
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The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...Provide Provide 
HabitatHabitat
•• Aquatic Aquatic 
•• TerrestrialTerrestrial
•• AmphibianAmphibian
•• StockStock

5757 5858

5959

The ObjectiveThe Objective

Make the Pond...Make the Pond...LegalLegal
•• Water rightsWater rights
•• DischargeDischarge
•• Endangered/Threatened SpeciesEndangered/Threatened Species
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Regular ObservationRegular Observation
Track and RecordTrack and Record
Objectives Being Met?Objectives Being Met?
Have the Objectives Changed?Have the Objectives Changed?
Do Solutions Need to Change?Do Solutions Need to Change?

Are We Making Progress?Are We Making Progress?
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Recap of TodayRecap of Today’’s Talks Talk

The Problem: Aquatic WeedsThe Problem: Aquatic Weeds
The ObjectiveThe Objective
The SolutionThe Solution
Are We Making Progress?Are We Making Progress?
QuestionsQuestions
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Questions?Questions?

Mike BlankinshipMike Blankinship
 (530) 757(530) 757--09410941
 mike@h2osci.commike@h2osci.com
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